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9/7: No School? Labor Day

  

9/8: First Day of School 

9/25: Cubby Club - Virtual

   

Posit ivit y Project

?I can sum up positive psychology in just 
three words?? ?Other People Matter. 
Period. Anything that builds relationships 
between and among people is going to 
make you happy.? -Dr. Chris Peterson  

Read all about  t he project  on page 2

 September, 2020 

School Supplies                          

                          For the 2020-21 school year, the district will be                           

                             purchasing all school supplies for the NRWE building.       

                        You will need to supply a backpack, sneakers for gym, 

                     and a lunch pail if your child is bringing their lunch. 

                                       Im por t ant  Num bers

Main Office Secretaries: Nurse: 

Jen Kerr - 594-3141 ext 1133 Stephanie Humbert - 587-2900

Christie Bradford - 594-3141 ext 6005

Look ing forw ard to partnering 
together th is year!



 

  

Posit ivit y Project  fam ily Inform at ion 

What  is The Posit ivit y Project ? 

The Positivity Project is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to helping Am er ica?s yout h build st ronger  
relat ionships by recognizing t he charact er  st rengt hs in t hem selves and ot hers. Their vision is to create citizens 
and leaders who will enhance our communities and country by internalizing the belief that ?Other People Matter.? 
Positive psychology?s scientifically validated 24 character strengths serve as its foundation. Positive psychology teaches 
that people have all 24 strengths within them ? and that character is not just skills or behaviors, but rather an intrinsic 
part of each of us.  

The Positivity Project is not a program with strict guidelines. Instead, it educates teachers on the character strengths 
and relies on them to teach in a way that best meets their students? needs. It is a school-wide endeavor, grounded in 
the consistency of daily classroom instruction. Their model is holistic; it incorporates students, educators, and parents 
through regular interaction with character strengths vocabulary and concepts.  

The project will help educators instill vocabulary and the meaning of the strengths through explicit teaching of each 
strength for 10 minutes per day. Schools will dedicate 1-2 weeks to each strength to help students understand them 
through definition, examples, discussions, and exercises. Schools and educators are encouraged to tailor the materials 
for their own best use, as they know their students and curriculum better than anyone else.  

  

What  are t he benef it s of  im plem ent ing The Posit ivit y Project ? 

The Positivity Project ideals evolve throughout a student?s whole school career. The 24 character strengths develop 
and gain more meaning for students as they grow. Once students learn the meaning of each strength and what it 
looks like, they can then be embedded into the curriculum in every subject area. The character strengths become a 
part of a common language and they will see them in everything that they do.  

The Project teaches children by acknowledging that the 24 character strengths are already a part of who they are as 
people. It helps them to realize that each and every one of them have these strengths. There is no system in place to 
reward students who demonstrate ?Good Character?. Rewards are fun to earn but they are finite because they are 
external. We want children to internalize the traits that society honors. Acknowledgement to oneself and realizing that 
you have the power to effect others in a positive way is much more meaningful and rewarding.  

Positive character strengths can and should be acknowledged in the classroom, as it gives students a richer 
understanding of what the character strength looks like in their peer group. Students understand that they have their 
own ?Super Power? and they will be acknowledged and valued for their own character strengths.  

  

How can you help? 

We would love for you to take an active role in your child?s character strength education. By using the character 
strengths vocabulary and having discussions about the concepts, you will help your child understand the character in 
themselves and others in a different light. You can follow our social media handles to see what we?re doing each day ? 
and please feel free to reach out for more information or visit www.posproject.org   

http://www.posproject.org


 

 

Count down t o School Success  

   Sept em ber  Ideas: 
1. Reach out  t o your  k ids' t eachers Attend meet-the teacher night, orientation, or other welcome events, but 
don't stop there. Make a point of introducing yourself and learning about class activities and expectations for 
the year. Find out how each teacher prefers to communicate. 

2. Many use e-mail as the main form of contact, but phone calls and conferences (make an appointment first) 
are usually welcome, too. For more advice on building a parent-teacher relationship that will last the entire 
year, as well as links to all the websites featured in this guide, go to parenting.com/success. 

3. Get  in t he groove Establish healthy at-home routines for school days, such as consistent waking times and 
getting-ready patterns. Decide on a regular homework time, and create a comfortable, quiet work space. Set 
bedtimes that allow elementary-age kids to get 10 to 12 hours of sleep; teens should get 8½ to 9½ hours. 

4. Tim e t h ings r ight  Stay on top of everyone's school, activity, and work schedules with a free online calendar 
or a smartphone app. 

5. Pack sm ar t  Make sure your child's backpack never weighs more than 10 to 20 percent of his body weight; 
heavy packs can strain developing muscles and joints. Encourage your child to use both straps, and tighten 
them so the pack hangs close to the body, about two inches above your child's waist. 

6. Com m it  t o volunt eer ing With help from parents like you, your school can offer many more programs and 
services for your kids. Ask about volunteer opportunities in the school community and your children's 
classrooms. National PTA's ?Three for Me? campaign encourages parents to pledge to volunteer at least three 
hours during the school year. Go to three4me.com for more information.  

 

  

Students may bring in their own 
headphones for school. They may 

bring and use their own when on the 
computers. Your child will be 

responsible for keeping track of and 
caring for them. We will have 

headphones available for all to use 
also.  

http://www.parenting.com/countdown-school-success
http://www.three4me.com/


par ent  pick up
End of the day pick up has changed this year.  
Parents will be directed to pull into the bus 
circle around 3:05 p.m. ONCE THE BUSES have 
left.  

You will need to have a copy of the "NRWE 
Parent Pick - Up Tag" displayed in your car 
EVERY TIME YOU PICK UP YOUR STUDENT.  
You may request more copies of this tag by 
calling the main office or get one from a staff 
member at dismissal.

Due to our new dismissal procedures, parents 
are asked to notify the main office PRIOR to 
1:30 p.m. if your child usually rides the bus and 
needs to be picked up.  Picking up your child 
at  dismissal w ithout  let t ing the school know 
wil l be discouraged and may not  be 
processed before the buses are dismissed!

A few other important pieces of 
information:

- Please do not get out of your car.  A staff 
member will bring your child to you and 
put them into your vehicle.

- If your child needs help being buckled, 
please pull ahead (or into a parking 
space) to do this.  We cannot have 
vehicles idle in the loading zone for long 
periods of time as it hinders other 
parents from pulling up.

- Any changes to your child's "authorized 
pick up list" should be communicated in 
writing to the main office.



* * * UPDATED  7/2020 

Hi, my name is Samantha Gardner and I am the Parent  l iaison here at NRWE!

What is a Parent  Liaison?

It depends on the district.Sometimes they coordinate parent volunteers, other times they are the first person 
who responds to a parent concern.Sometimes they act on behalf of the teacher and sometimes they represent 
the parent.A parent who currently has a child enrolled in the school, district, or formerly had a child in the 
district is most of the best candidate for parent liaison.

Here is an additional list of parent liaison responsibilit ies as described on our district website:

- Support, encourage and provide practical help to all families with a focus of establishing home      
environments that support children as students.

- Work with parents and school staff to design effective forms of school-to-home and home-to-school      
communications about school programs and children's progress.

- Recruit and organize parent help and support, including support for special events.
- Work with parents and school  staff to provide information and ideas to families about how to help      

students at home with homework and other curriculum-related activities, decisions, and planning.
- Support school efforts to recruit and include parents in school decisions, developing parent leaders      

and representatives.
- Identify and integrate resources and services from the community to strengthen school programs,      

family practices, and student learning and development. This may include assisting with scheduling 
appointments and providing feedback to MTSS  teams around useful supports for students and families.

- Support the development of a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (arrange for positive communication 
home to reinforce positive attendance etc.)

- Build a positive rapport with parents through practical service and support (greet parents at      
arrival/dismissal, assist with free/reduced lunch applications, assist  with scheduling appointments for 
Pace from completion etc.)

- Other tasks that increase the capacity of families and the school to work together for student      
achievement

A litt le about me!I grew up in Perry NY and that is where I met my husband, James Gardner, who grew up in Red 
Creek.After college, we bought a house in Farmersville Station NY and married in 2005.In 2008 our first child, 
Tyler Joy, was born.That was when I decided to be a stay at home mother.Our son, Foster, arrived in 2015.Two 
years later, we decided to move to North Rose to be near my husband?s family.When Foster started Pre-k here 
at NRW, I returned to the working world in the NRWE kitchen.I then spent some time in the classroom as an 
aide.I am now in my third year as Parent Liaison at the Elementary school.

I can be contacted NRWE via phone at 315-594-3141 or preferably email atsgardner@nrwcs.org. I welcome you 
to join my remind group, text @333bkc to 81010, this is where I post info and updates as well as volunteer 
opportunities.I will also be available at drop off and pick up every day for questions or concerns.I welcome 
positive feedback and constructive criticism that may help me be the best Parent Liaison I can be.

I hope for a great year and look forward to working with the staff, students, and families of North Rose Wolcott 
Elementary again this year!
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